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The meeting was called to order by staff member Sandy Fry at 12:05.  

Approval of Minutes:  Marc Nicol made a motion to approve the December 2010 meeting minutes, seconded by Bruce Cyr.  Motion passed.

News and Events:

Sandy noted that the DOT has now created the position of Non Motorized Transportation Coordinator and has appointed Kate Rattan (katherine.rattan@ct.gov, (860) 594-2146) to that position.  She will be spending approximately 90% of her time on nonmotorized transportation.  Dave Balzer, who had been Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator (and who spent less than 50% of his time on bike ped) will be working in transit and intermodal planning.  

The State Bike Ped Advisory Board has issued its annual report for 2011.  That report can be accessed here: www.ctbikepedboard.org (go to the bottom of the page.)  Our committee has 2 individuals serving on the state board:  Tom Gutman of AARP, and Neil Pae of Canton.

Featured Discussion Items

(DOJ Ruling regarding use of mobility assistance devices on trails which provide public access:  The group discussed the new Department of Justice ruling that goes into effect on March 15, 2011.  

This rule requires that public entities that operate trails to make reasonable modifications in its policies, practices, or procedures to permit the use of Other Power Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) by individuals with mobility devices unless:

1. the public entity can demonstrate that the class of OPDMD cannot be operated in accordance with legitimate safety requirements , based on actual risks and not mere speculation regarding the device or how it will be operated, 

2. or based on any of the other assessment factors DOJ has provided. These are the only factors a public entity is to use in determining whether a particular OPDMD can be allowed in a specific facility as a reasonable modification its policies, practices, or procedures. The focus of the analysis must be on the appropriateness of the use of the device at a specific facility, rather than whether it is necessary for an individual to use a particular device.

The assessment factors:  In determining whether a particular OPDMD can be allowed in a specific facility as a reasonable modification, a public entity shall consider—

· The type, size, weight, dimensions, and speed of the device;

· The facility´s volume of pedestrian traffic (which may vary at different times of the day, week, month, or year);

· The facility´s design and operational characteristics (e.g., whether its service, program, or activity is conducted indoors, its square footage, the density and placement of stationary devices, and the availability of storage for the device, if requested by the user);

· Whether legitimate safety requirements can be established to permit the safe operation of the OPDMD in the specific facility; and 

· Whether the use of the OPDMD creates a substantial risk of serious harm to the immediate environment or natural or cultural resources, or poses a conflict with Federal land management laws and regulations.

The committee asked for clarification as to whether this applies to paved trails only.  (Note – Sandy looked into this and found that the pavement surface does not have any bearing on whether this rule applies or not:  see Section 2, Question 1 at http://www.americantrails.org/resources/accessible/power-mobility-questions-answers.html#req)  

Neil Pade mentioned that the town of canton has been discussing the rule and will send a staff person to a workshop on the topic.  He will share any information they learn.

If you would like to receive notification from American Trails regarding the enxt webinar they hold on the topic, send an email to nttp@americantrails.org.  This seminar will cover example regulations developed to respond to the ruling.

(East Coast Greenway Alliance Meeting and Bike Ride and opportunities to publicize the benefits of trails.  Sandy handed out a poster describing a bike ride to be held Friday April 29 along the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail from New Haven to Simsbury.  More than 60% of the ride will be on completed trail, the remainder will be on road.  The ride is designed to celebrate the east Coast Greenway and the potential for trails to transform towns.  There will be speaker events at the start, midpoint (Southington) and end that will be suitable for elected officials and town staff to attend to see for themselves what the trail is like – not sure if we can convince many tonw officials to participate in the ride.  The east Coast Greenway Alliance will have their board meeting in Simsbury on April 30 and May 1.  

Bike Ped Plan Implementation, Emphasis Areas for 2011 

Top Priority:  

· Advancing the regional trail priorities (seeking funding for feasibility and design to position projects to apply for construction funds)

Report on progress:  

· Windsor held a hearing on issuing bonds to complete the trail from the Bissell bridge to the Hartford town line.  Windsor has received ~$350,000 from the Recreational trails Grant program but that did not cover the entire cost.  The bond issue passed.  CRCOG assisted by using our email list of folks interested in bike ped issues to notify individuals that the meeting was taking place.

· Bloomfield has completed a report on the feasibility of a section of trail in town.  The Rails to Trails Conservancy was hired to complete the feasibility study, CRCOG assisted by attending meetings and helping to get discussions started with Northeast Utilities on the use of power line right of way for part of the trail.

· Glastonbury and Farmington both decided to move ahead with trail projects.  Glastonbury had some funding to extend a trail from Smith school, paralleling Hebron Avenue, but did not have sufficient funding for the entire project.  Given the current favorable bidding climate, they put the project out to bid and the town will pay any additional cost over the grant value.  Farmington decided to go out for bids for the final piece of the River trail in town, and to fund this improvement entirely out of town funds.  Building this segment will complete the River trail gap between Farmington and Canton (Burlington has their section under contract.)

Second priority (tie)

· Survey document that can be used by town staff or advocacy groups to identify pedestrian/bicycle infrastructure needs (what about walkability audits?)

· Regional design guidelines with links to published references, providing clear guidance on pedestrian and bicycle design, including checklists for siteplan review, considerations when developing plans of conservation and development, and model ordinances.

Report on progress:  

· Sandy handed out a document that has links to ordinances related to bicycle parking, this was requested by Canton.  This is the type of thing that CRCOG would like to develop for the regional design guidelines, with more detail and recommendations. (this document is appended to these minutes.)

Next Meeting 

The meeting schedule for the remainder of the year is June 14, Sep. 13, Dec. 13.  Sandy suggested that we consider making these meetings training sessions, covering these topics:

· Design for pedestrian accessibility

· Bicycle design issues for planners and engineers, possibly with an on bike piece

· Complete streets – what does this mean, how do you design a complete street?

The group agreed that they would like to meet in other locations for these meetings – South windsor is willing to host a meeting, as is Riverfront Recapture (at the Boathouse).

Roundtable

Time for committee members to discuss bike/ped issues in their towns

· Bolton:  a new streetscape is being planned for the Route 44 corridor, but unfortunately this project does not include bike and pedestrian considerations.

· Suffield – there will likely be a ribbon cutting sometime in the spring for the 190 bridge bike path.  The canal trail is finished and there is some funding available for parking lots, but there are issues with respect to land availability.

· Ellington – the new Planning and Zoning Commission chair has expressed an interest in bike paths, which is promising.  The Hockanum River trail is proceeding.

· Canton:  construction on the extension of the Farmington River trail to Route 44 will finish in the spring.  The town is working on a new zoning code and will add bike pedestrian standards.

· South Windsor:  will hold a bike to school event in May and will have a bike ride in town on May 15 to celebrate national Bike Month.  A developer in town will be building a boardwalk trail.  Construction on the Safe Routes to Schools infrastructure work will take place in 2012.  South Windsor Walk and Wheelways submitted a bike friendly community application to the League of American Bicyclists.  SW Walk and Wheelways is also hosting a nature Walk on National Trails Day (June 5).  This group has also been working with local businesses and fuoundations to place bike parking racks.  They have designed a South Windsor rack and they have enough funding in place to assist businesses with the purchase of racks. For more information go to http://www.swwww.org/, click on projects and the Bicycle Rack Program 

· Ken Livingston of Fitzgerald & Halliday – towns may apply for non infrastructure assistance for the Safe Routes to Schools program.  The assistance would take place this spring.

· Farmington has signed a contract for completion of the River Trail with completion in August or September.

· Riverfront Recapture:  last year we designed way finding signage and installed some signs.  Currently we are looking for funds for additional implementation.  The extension of Riverfront South is in design.  With the movement in Windsor with trail construction, we woul like to begin moving the design of Riverfront North, so that we can link with the Windsor trail and also link to the closed landfill which is slated for recreational reuse.

· Glastonbury:  the trail along Heborn Avenue is under contract.  We are working on pedestrian improvements in the town center and plan to finish our riverfront trail by June 1.  Our local bike committee is working to partner with businesses for the placement of bike racks.

· Enfield:  On April 15, earth Day, we will be promoting walking, biking and transit.  An event will be held from 4 to 6 PM on the Town Green.

Adjournment   1:30pm

Next Meeting 

June 14,  Schedule for 2011:   June 14, Sep. 13, Dec. 13

Ordinances which address Bike Parking

Burlington, VT  approved in 2008  http://www.ci.burlington.vt.us/planning/zoning/zn_ordinance/article_08_parking.pdf
Kansas City, MO:  in 2009 adopted a new development code that includes bicycle parking. Our city limits also cover the entire range from dense urban to suburban and semi-rural.  Duncan Associates provided the template and we spent over a year negotiating major revisions between advocates, city staff, and real estate developers.  In general, bike parking is required for most businesses, public buildings, and multitenant housing.  It includes short-term bike parking for customers/visitors and secured long-term parking for residents or employees.  Bikes/peds/transit must also be included traffic impact analyses.

The code also reduces the amount of parking required for most developments.  It completely removes any parking requirements in the Downtown core and significantly reduces parking along transit lines.  

Some suburban-minded real estate developers put up quite a fight over bicycle parking.  http://kcbike.info/documents/bike-parking/
Milwaukee, WI:  Milwaukee's ordinance is pretty basic. Pasted here:  

Zoning requirement for new constructed buildings over 2,000 square feet; Section 295-403-2-c: For a newly-constructed building or building addition with over 2,000 square feet of floor area, one bicycle parking space shall be provided for each 2,000 square feet of floor area, up to a maximum of 10 spaces. c. Bicycle Parking Spaces. For each required bicycle parking space, a stationary object shall be provided to which a user can secure the frame and both wheels of a bicycle with a 6-foot cable and lock. The stationary object may be either a freestanding bicycle rack or a wall-mounted bracket, shall be located within 60 feet of the main entrance of the building it serves, and may be located between the street curb and the building, subject to the approval of the commissioner of public works. As an alternative, the following alternative bicycle parking facilities may be provided: c-1. Enclosed bicycle lockers; c-2. A 3-point bicycle rack which secures the frame and both wheels of each bike; C 3; A fenced, covered, locked or guarded bicycle storage area. Such area shall be large enough that each of the required bicycle parking spaces can accommodate a bicycle with a 3-foot handlebar width, a height of 3.5 feet from the bottom of the wheel to the top of the handlebar, and a length of 6 feet from the front of the from wheel to the back of the rear wheel.

New York City – passed in 2009.  It will apply to all new construction moving forward. We also helped pass additional legislation, which applies to existing commercial buildings and mandates bicycle access for tenants. In NYC, by 2030 85% of our building stock will be comprised of buildings existing today, so it was important that we captured those as well. 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/bicycle_parking/index.shtml
Olympia, WA  has required this since 1997.  But it has not been fully enforced by the City. http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/olympia/   See Section 18.38.100  

Oakland, CA: http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/PWA/o/EC/s/BicycleandPedestrianProgram/OAK024596#ord 

San Jose, CA (Title 20 Section 90 Part 4): http://www.sanjoseca.gov/planning/pdf/zoning_code.pdf

Portland, OR: http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=53320

Vancouver, BC: http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/commsvcs/bylaws/parking/sec06.pdf

Seattle, WA: http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.us/~scripts/nph-brs.exe?s1=23.54.015&s2=&S3=&Sect4=AND&l=20&Sect1=IMAGE&Sect3=PLURON&Sect5=CODE1&d=CODE&p=1&u=%2F%7Epublic%2Fcode1.htm&r=1&Sect6=HITOFF&f=G

Bend, OR:  http://www.ci.bend.or.us/depts/community_development/docs/Final_Chapt__3_3.pdf, Section 3.3.600

Finally:  www.bicycleparkingonline.org and check out the Legislation page
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