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Executive Summary 

 In August, 2008,  the Southington-Plainville 

Greenway Committee, comprised of representatives of 

the towns of  Plainville and Southington, the Plainville 

Greenway Alliance (PGA), the Central Connecticut 

Regional Planning Agency (CCRPA), the CT Department 

of Environmental Protection (DEP), and the Capitol 

Region Council of Governments (CRCOG), met to devise a 

plan to extend local greenways into and through these 

two communities. Plainville and Southington are situated 

in the middle of an expanding corridor of multi-use trails, 

including the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail and the 

East Coast Greenway. These north-south trails currently 

have a gap extending north from  Hart Street in  

Southington to Red Oak Hill Road in Farmington. (A 

greenway segment already exists between West Main 

Street and Hart Streets in central  Southington, and 

designs are done and construction funding acquired for a 

segment in the southern part of the town, extending from 

West Main Street to the Cheshire town line.) The 

Southington-Plainville Greenway Committee was created 

to help close this gap.  

  Over the course of four months, the Southington

-Plainville Greenway Committee worked to develop a trail 

route that acknowledged existing constraints while 

connecting trails to the north and south and providing a 

pleasant and safe user experience. The Committee soon 

concluded that the ideal route would be one that followed 

the existing rail corridor as it runs through both towns. 

Since parts of this rail line are active and others inactive 

but not abandoned, however, the Committee came up 

×ÉÔÈ Á ȰÐÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÒÏÕÔÅȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÃÃÕÐÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ-of-way 

only along inactive sections of the rail, and runs along 

local roads for the remainder of its length.  

 Once the routing study was complete, staff from 

CCRPA established preliminary cost estimates for the on- 

and off-road  trail segments in both towns.  These were 

created as estimates of minimum cost. Under the system 

ÕÓÅÄȟ 0ÌÁÉÎÖÉÌÌÅȭÓ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÅÎ×ÁÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÏÓÔ 

ÁÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ΓΧȢΨ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÕÉÌÄȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ 3ÏÕÔÈÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ 

portion would cost approximately $2.4 million.  

 Since the completion of this study, planning for 

the trail has progressed. The Town of Plainville, together 

with the PGA, was awarded a Contingency Needs Grant 

from the State Office of Policy and Management. The 

Town is using this funding to commission a design study 

for their section of the trail. In addition, the PGA formally 

joined the Farmington Valley Trails Council, a 700-

member nonprofit organization that oversees the trail to 

the north. The Town of Farmington also stated its 

willingness to extend the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail 

from its current terminus at Red Oak Hill Road in 

Farmington to the Plainville town line when work on 

0ÌÁÉÎÖÉÌÌÅȭÓ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÉÌ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÃÅÓȢ  
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TRAILS IN CONNECTICUT 

 Connecticut is currently experiencing a surge of 

interest in alternative transportation facilities, including 

multi-use trails and greenways.  Several important, long-

range, and inter-state greenways are slated to travel 

through the state. The Farmington Canal Heritage Trail, 

currently under construction under several names in 

different locations across the state, will be a multi-use 

path stretching approximately 84 miles from New Haven 

to Northampton, Massachusetts. The East Coast 

Greenway is a project that is national in scope, which is 

intended to provide a continuous, multi-use trail that is 

separated from car traffic and runs from Key West, 

Florida, to Calais, Maine, connecting the major cities of 

the eastern seaboard on its way.  Many other trails, river 

walks, and greenways are appearing across Connecticut 

as the appeal of bicycling and walking as alternative 

transportation increases. Between 2001 and 2008, the 

Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP) designated 51 official greenways in the state.  

 The north-south rail line that runs through 

Plainville and Southington lies directly along the path of 

both the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail and the East 

Coast Greenway.  Currently, no segment of either trail has 

been built in Plainville. Southington constructed a section 

of trail known as the Southington Linear Park Rail-Trail in 

2003, and is currently designing phase II of its trail, which 

extends south from the Linear Park to the Cheshire town 

line.  

 4ÈÅ ÇÁÐ ÅØÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÏÕÔÈÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ,ÉÎÅÁÒ 

Park north through Plainville is not the only gap in this 

north-south trail corridor, but it is an important one 

nonetheless. At roughly 7 miles, it is the longest gap in the 

trail. It also faces the largest challenges: the rail line along 

which the trail would run is still active in northern 

Southington and southern Plainville, and the rail company 

who owns the line has not yet proven interested in 

sharing its rights-of-way even along inactive sections.  

 The State of Connecticut has demonstrated a 

strong interest in completing trails of national, state, and 

regional significance. The Connecticut Recreational Trails 

0ÌÁÎȟ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ $%0ȟ ÃÏÕÎÔÓ ȰɍÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇɎ ÔÈÅ 

Context 

#ÏÎÎ$/4ȭÓ Ȱ0ÁÔÈ×ÁÙÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ #4ȱ ÍÁÐ ÆÒÏÍ ΨΦΦάȢ 9ÅÌÌÏ× ÂÏØ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ 0ÌÁÉÎÖÉÌÌÅ Ǫ 
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ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÎËÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÒÁÉÌ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȱ 

ÁÓ ÉÔÓ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÎÅ ÇÏÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ$%0ȭÓ 

highest priority should be the completion of such major 

trails as the Air Line, Hop River, and Moosup Valley State 

Park Trails, the Charter Oak and Quinebaug River 

Greenways (major links in the East Coast Greenway), and 

ÔÈÅ &ÁÒÍÉÎÇÔÏÎ #ÁÎÁÌ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ 4ÒÁÉÌȢȱ   

FARMINGTON CANAL HERITAGE TRAIL 

 For the most part, the Farmington Canal 

Heritage Trail follows the route of what was first the 

Farmington Canal and subsequently the Canal Railroad. 

The Farmington Canal was constructed in the 1800s, on 

ÔÈÅ ÈÅÅÌÓ ÏÆ .Å× 9ÏÒË 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ %ÒÉÅ #ÁÎÁÌȟ ÂÙ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÍÅÎ 

who wished to open up trade with Massachusetts along a 

route that bypassed Hartford. Maintenance costs and 

ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÈÁÚÁÒÄÓ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÁÌȭÓ ÐÒÏÆÉÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȢ /ÎÌÙ ΧΨ 

years after its 1835 completion, the canal was replaced by 

a railroad. The new Canal Railroad, which ran along much 

the same north-south route as the former canal, was in 

use until the 1980s, when extensive flood damage 

rendered part of the line unusable. 

 Transformation of the rail into trails began in the 

mid 1990s. In the south, the first segment completed (in 

ΧίίΪɊ ×ÁÓ #ÈÅÓÈÉÒÅȭÓ 2ÁÉÌÓ ÔÏ 4ÒÁÉÌÓ ,ÉÎÅÁÒ 0ÁÒËȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 

first rail-to-trail conversion in Connecticut funded by the 

1991 Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 

(ISTEA), which would support subsequent trail segments 

in the north and south. The park in Cheshire ran from 

Cornwall Avenue south to the Hamden town line, and 

(ÁÍÄÅÎȭÓ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ ÓÅÇÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÐÉÅÃÅ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ȣ  

 In the north,  active use of the rail line ceased 

north of Plainville in 1998. The Farmington Valley Trails 

Council, which oversees the trail north of Plainville, was 

formed in 1992. The first completed sections of trail were 

in Avon (1992) and  in Farmington and Simsbury (1994). 

 Today, the 21.4-mile Farmington Valley 

Greenway, which is being renamed the Farmington Canal 

(ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ 4ÒÁÉÌ ÉÎ ÁÎÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÏÎȟ 

extends from Red Oak Hill Road in Farmington north to 

Southwick, Massachusetts. It is nearly complete: the last 

remaining gap, a .37 mile length in Suffield, is due to be 

closed in 2009. Also in the north, the Farmington River 

Trail loops west from Simsbury to the Farmington River, 

then follows the river southeast to reconnect to the 

Greenway in Farmington.  

Current map of the Farmington Valley Greenway (green) and the Farmington River Trail (blue) 
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 In the south, work on the Farmington Canal Trail 

continues. The network of trails (in various stages of 

completion) currently extends from downtown New 

Haven north to Cornwall Ave in  Cheshire. Work in 

Hamden is completed; construction on the segment 

connecting New Haven with Hamden is set to begin in 

spring 2009.  

 Once work on the southern Canal Trail is 

complete, two large gaps will remain: from Cornwall Ave 

in Cheshire to West Main Street in Southington, and from 

Hart Street in Southington to Red Oak Hill Rd In 

&ÁÒÍÉÎÇÔÏÎȢ  "ÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ÌÉÅÓ 3ÏÕÔÈÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ,ÉÎÅÁÒ 

Park, which was completed in 2001. Cheshire is seeking 

funding to extend its trail north to the Southington town 

line. Southington has secured funding to extend its trail 

south to Cheshire. If the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail 

is to be completed, the Southington-Plainville gap must 

be closed.   

EAST COAST GREENWAY 

 The Southington-Plainville trail also forms a key 

link in the East Coast Greenway, an interstate trail system 

of national significance.  

 %ÎÖÉÓÉÏÎÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÁÍÂÉÔÉÏÕÓȟ ÌÏÎÇ 

distance, urban ÔÒÁÉÌ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȟȱ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔ #ÏÁÓÔ 'ÒÅÅÎ×ÁÙ 

will be a continuous, traffic-free, multi-use trail that 

extends from Key West, Florida, to Calais, Maine. Unlike 

An early map of the Farmington Canal Trail in the south. The Southington section marked with 

Ȱ####ȱ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅȢ 

Planned route for the East Coast Greenway 
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the deliberately wild Appalachian Trail, which it parallels, 

the East Coast Greenway will pass through as many major 

urban centers on the eastern seaboard as possible.   

 In Connecticut, the East Coast Greenway is very 

much still a work in progress. According to the East Coast 

Greenway Alliance, roughly 25% of the 196 mile route 

through Connecticut is complete as a traffic-free trail (a 

trail separated from car traffic), while 31% is in 

development. The area between Southington and 

&ÁÒÍÉÎÇÔÏÎ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÓ ÁÎ 

ÁÒÅÁ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ȰÅØÔÒÁ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÅÒÇÙȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ 

to be invested in coming years. Other noted areas of 

concern include the Merritt Parkway Trail in Fairfield 

County, and the route between Simsbury and Hartford.  

 A complete East Coast Greenway route through 

the stateɂand along the entire east coastɂis a long way 

off. Many trail segments in Connecticut and in other 

states must be finished in order for that vision to become 

reality, the Southington-Plainville stretch among them.  

TRAIL PLANNING: PLAINVILLE 

 The first push for a greenway in Plainville came in 

2004 from town residents and bicycling enthusiasts, 

particularly the newly-formed Plainville Greenway 

Current state of the East Coast Greenway in Connecticut 
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Alliance (PGA). The PGA is a local, grassroots 

organization fighting for  bicycle and pedestrian friendly 

trail facilities within the Town of Plainville.  

 In 2004, under the guidance of Alan Plattus, a 

Farmington Canal Rail to Trail Association member and 

Professor of Architecture at Yale University, two Yale 

students did a feasibility study of a rail-trail in Plainville. 

That document helped the PGA move toward their own 

vision of a preferred trail route, which was completed in 

December 2008 (shown below).  

 The Town of Plainville has been working toward 

building the trail since 2005, when it first contacted what 

was then Boston Maine / Guilford Transportation about 

acquiring the land from Northwest Drive south to the 

Pequabuck River. The deal fell through in 2006 when the 

ÔÒÁÃË ÉÎ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÅÍÅÄ ȰÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÌÒÏÁÄ 

ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ 4ÈÅ 4Ï×Î ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÉÌ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÉÎ ΨΦΦή 

about acquiring an easement on the same property. At 

that time, however,  the rail company was being 

purchased by Norfolk Southern, and all negotiations were 

put on hold.  

 At this time, the Town and the PGA are both 

anxious to get trail construction underway. The two have 

partnered to commission a design study of trail options in 

Plainville, and the Town has committed staff resources to 

the project to help ensure the best outcome possible.  

TRAIL PLANNING: SOUTHINGTON 

 Impetus for the trail in Southington came from 

the town itself. The Town Conservation Commission 

began pushing forward on constructing  the trail in the 

ÌÁÔÅ ΧίίΦÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÉÌȟ 3ÏÕÔÈÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ 

Linear Park, opened to the public in 2003. This initial 

section stretched from West Main Street north through 

the Plantsville section of town to Hart Street. The second 

section, running from West Main Street south to the 

Cheshire town line, has been designed, and was awarded 

nearly $3.5 million in American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act funds in March, 2009ɂthe largest 

amount of Transportation Enhancement Project funds 

0ÌÁÉÎÖÉÌÌÅ 'ÒÅÅÎ×ÁÙ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 0ÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ 2ÏÕÔÅȟ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΦΦή 


